
COPELAND HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the Copeland Highways Working Group held on Monday, 21 
December 2020 at 10.00 am at Via Teams

PRESENT:

Mr K Hitchen (Chair)

Mr MS Barbour
Mr M Hawkins
Mr AWC Lamb
Mr GRPM Roberts

Mr CP Turner
Mr CJ Whiteside
Mr D Wilson (Vice-Chair)
Mrs EL Williamson

Also in Attendance:-

Mr K Cosgrove - Local Area Network Manager (Copeland)
Mrs L Davis - Democratic Services Officer
Ms G Elliott - Area Manager - Copeland
Mr K Melville - Area Highways and Transport Manager
Mr M Reeves
Mr M Ashton
Ms J Monteith

- Traffic Management Officer
- Sellafield
- Sellafield

56 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was received from Mr F Morgan.

57 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councillor Whiteside and Councillor Hawkins abstained from this item.

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting held on 13 October 2020 be agreed as 
a true record.

58 SELLAFIELD TRANSPORT AND MOVEMENT PLAN

Mr M Ashton, the Head of Programmes for the Infrastructure Sub Group and Ms J 
Monteith, Development Control Lead, representatives from Sellafield, attended the 
meeting for this item only to give members an update on Sellafield’s Transport and 
Movement Plan.  The representatives outlined the Travel Plan’s key objectives 
which were to free up valuable land on the Sellafield site for nuclear operations, 
reduce the number of people working on site for safety and security reasons, 
rationalise welfare and office accommodation and relocate staff, for site workers – 
provide alternatives ways to travel to site, improve construction and logistics by 



making greater use of rail and contribute to the UK’s net zero carbon emissions by 
2050.  It was reported that the objectives were aligned to the Yottenfews Planning 
Conditions and the aim was to maximise opportunities presented by the restrictions 
put in place during the Covid pandemic.  Members noted that the Plan had been 
submitted to Copeland Borough Council for approval on 7 December 2020 and 
there would be a statutory consultation period of 8 weeks. 

The representatives outlined the Travel Plan’s approach, targets and a summary of 
other actions and measures to be taken.  These included improving cyclist facilities 
on and off site, working with external partners to improve cycle paths, improving 
communications of sustainable transport availability, improving experience of public 
transport, reducing business miles and incentivised use of sustainable transport.  

The Local Members for Gosforth requested commitment of financial assistance to 
maintain cycle ways around the site.  Mr Aston advised that Sellafield was working 
with Sustrans on cycle ways and agreed to direct the Local Member’s query to 
Sellafield’s Social Impact Team for consideration.  The Local Area Network 
Manager advised of joint working that was taking place with regards to cycle ways.  
The Local Member for Gosforth also requested involvement from Sellafield in a 
community transport project and Mr Ashton agreed to look to support this.

An update was given with regards to a possible Sellafield Site Office at Millom.

The Sellafield representatives were thanked for attending the meeting and for their 
update.

During the discussion that followed, concerns about the application of the Plan were 
raised.

59 LOCAL AREA NETWORK MANAGER'S UPDATE

Members received a report from the Local Area Network Manager providing an 
update on Highway Network matters following the last group meeting in October.

Members noted the detail of scheme delivery work completed since March and what 
was planned for the final quarter of the financial year. It was reported that given the 
challenging setting since May and through support of Copeland Local Committee 
the Team was on track to deliver in the region of £5,258,833.

The Local Area Network Manager provided a short summary of the programmed 
gully cleansing within the District.  Members noted that in light of the national 
lockdown in March, the gully cleansing programme for the year had started 
approximately 2 months later than planned and to support the safe systems of work, 
the decision was taken to break each area into urban and rural sections, following a 
series of auditing exercises.  Appendix 1 to the report outlined the routine 
programme and, in addition, Appendix 2 contained the activity report confirming that 
during this period 5789 were inspected, with 5639 of these being operational when 
leaving site. 



The Local Area Network Manager agreed to investigate and report back to local 
members on the following issues raised at the meeting:-

. Drainage issues at Corney raised by the Chair on behalf of Waberthwaite 
Parish Council;

. Drainage and road surface issues at Marine Terrace; 

. Gully cleansing at Ravenhill, Kells;

. Parapet wall damage, St George’s Road, Millom

The Local Area Network Manager outlined key planning applications in the Borough 
and gave an update on Town Deals – Copeland.  In discussion relative to planning 
applications, the Local Area Network Manager advised members that more details 
on planning applications and the Council’s responses were available on request.  
The Local Area Network Manager reiterated that the Council’s Development 
Management Officer would be attending both Local Committees and Highways 
Working Groups to give updates on a regular basis.

To conclude, an update on recruitment was given to members.  Members noted that 
Matthew Reeves had been appointed as Copeland’s Traffic Management Team 
Leader from 1 February 2021, working with the existing Team Leader to ensure a 
smooth transition period.   It was further noted that the Local Area Network Manager 
was being seconded for a 12 month period and members would be informed of his 
temporary replacement when appointed.

RESOLVED, that the report be noted.

60 STRUCTURAL WEIGHT LIMIT: PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO 
COPELAND REMAINDER TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER

The Traffic Management Officer presented a report providing members with the 
background and detail of the proposed introduction of a weight restriction by way of 
the amendment and consolidation of The County of Cumbria (Various Roads, 
Borough of Copeland (Consolidation and Provision of Traffic Regulations) Order 
2020.

A plan showing the proposed weight restriction was attached as Appendix 1 to the 
report and a copy of the Council’s Statement of Reasons for proposing to introduce 
the weight restriction, was attached as Appendix 2.

Members noted that the Bridges & Structures team had recently undertaken a study 
of bridges in Cumbria to determine weak bridges that were currently unsigned.  One 
bridge in Copeland had been identified and required a Traffic Regulation Order to 
put in place a structural weight limit to protect the asset and prevent heavy vehicles 
from areas unsuitable for their size and weight.  The details of the proposed location 
was outlined to members as U4059 Wha House, Eskdale. 



RESOLVED, that

(1) that Local Committee be recommended to agree to proceed to statutory 
consultation and advertisement of a Traffic Regulation Order which would 
consolidate the provisions of The County of Cumbria (Various Roads, 
Borough of Copeland) (Consolidation and Provision of Traffic Regulations) 
Order 2020, and propose to introduce a 33 tonnes maximum gross vehicle 
weight limit on Wha House Bridge, Eskdale, as shown on the plan attached 
as Appendix 1 (“the Order”).

(2) that Local Committee be recommended to agree that, subject to there being 
no unresolved objections received at the end of the statutory consultation and 
advertisement of the Order referred to in paragraph 3.1 above, that the Order 
be brought into operation, as advertised having taken into consideration the 
matters contained in Section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
which are more specifically referred to in paragraph 7.2 of this Report. 

61 CRASH GROUP

The Copeland Crash representative updated members on the Crash Group.  
Members noted that a Chief Inspector now regularly attended the Crash meetings, 
and, after reviewing Copeland items on the list, agreed that these topics remain on 
the Crash agenda.

The Local Member for Kells and Sandwith expressed her thanks to the Group for 
their help in getting the speed limit reduced on Wilson Pit Road, Whitehaven and the 
Chair also expressed his thanks for the 40 mph limit now imposed at Holmrook. The 
Crash representative agreed to convey their thanks to the Group.

RESOLVED, that the update be noted.
 

62 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING

It was noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 10 February 2021 at 10.00 
am.

The meeting ended at 11.50 am


